Dear Senator:

As your constituent, I urge you to co-sponsor S.949, a bill to promote oilheat efficiency, research and education by reauthorizing, strengthening and making important technical corrections to the National Oilheat Research Alliance Act of 2000.

This bipartisan legislation has been introduced in the United States Senate by Senators Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire, Jack Reed of Rhode Island, Olympia Snowe of Maine, Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Richard Burr of North Carolina.  As you can see, the bill already has a geographically diverse list of co-sponsors from both sides of the aisle.  A bipartisan companion bill, H.R.1756, has been introduced in the House of Representatives as well.

The National Oilheat Research Alliance or NORA, permits a small fraction of the wholesale price of home heating oil to be set aside to fund important research and development, energy conservation, safety, training and consumer education initiatives.  Since Congress created NORA, it has benefited millions of American consumers of heating oil at no cost to federal or state governments.

Our country has already seen the direct benefits of the program.  NORA research has resulted in drastic increases in equipment efficiency.  In 2000, the top efficiency rating for oilheat was 86 AFUE.  Today, consumers can purchase a furnace with a rating of 95 AFUE and a boiler with 93 AFUE.  This translates to reduced consumption and substantial savings for the oilheat consumer.  

NORA has also lead to unprecedented developments in environmental security and reductions in oilheat greenhouse gas emissions.  Thanks to NORA efforts, the oilheat industry has introduced ultra-low sulfur and renewable home heating oil alternatives such as Bioheat, a blend of biofuel and conventional heating oil.  This will make oilheat a cleaner and greener option for consumers.

This new legislation would not only renew NORA through most of the decade, but it would also:

· Renew funding for programs to educate consumers on the benefit and importance of regular  service and safety practices, useful tips to increase energy efficiency and conserve fuel, and the latest in oilheat technology and renewable alternatives;

· Redirect more funds for research, development and deployment of new ultra-efficient oilheating technologies, such as ultra-efficient equipment, biofuel-blended product and the integration of solar equipment as a complement to existing heating equipment; and

· Strengthen the national certification program for technicians and energy conservation professionals.

In the current economic and energy environment, the research and development of new efficiency technologies, quality technical training, consumer education and conservation are more important than ever. Therefore, I urge you to cosponsor and support the passage of S.949 as soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your support.
Sincerely
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